So Long Self: Living For Him In A Me-First World

Caleb - Refusing To Retire And Play It Safe
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How Much Of You Does God Have?

God had all of Caleb! That's what stands out most about him. Not any particular gift or ability, but how
much of him God had.

Regardless of your age, now is the time to give your heart to God fully, totally, and without reserve. It’s a
posture of surrender that leads to an unbelievable life.

“If you won't surrender to Christ, you will surrender to chaos.”

- E. Stanley Jones

James 3:16 “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there.”

Matthew 16:25 “If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for My sake,
you will save it.”

Caleb puts it on display for us. In fact, 6x the Bible highlights what we’re talking about that made Caleb
stand out.

Joshua 14:8 “...my brothers who went up with me made the heart of the people melt; yet | wholly
followed the Lord my God.”

Joshua 14:9 Moses said, “Surely the land on which your foot has trodden shall be an inheritance for you
and your children forever, because you have wholly followed the Lord my God.”

Joshua 14:14 “...Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this
day, because he wholly followed the Lord, the God of Israel.”

Numbers 14:24 God said, “But My servant Caleb....has a different spirit in him and has followed Me
fully...”

Numbers 32:12 Moses was telling the Israelites that everyone 20 years old and up were not going into
the promised land “...except Caleb...and Joshua...for they have wholly followed the Lord.”

Deuteronomy 1:36 As Moses revisits the history of Israel before he dies, he says “...Caleb...| am giving
the land on which he walked, because he wholly followed the Lord.”

God had all of Caleb and He had him all the way to end. He had him when he was 40, and He had him
when he was 85.

Watch out if you’re in your late 50’s or early 60’s and you’re starting to think, “Well, this is my time,
because I’'ve done my time serving God.”
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1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “...You are not your own, # for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body.”

Rate yourself on how much of you God has.

0 5 10
I’'m completely closed I’'m willing to allow God a limited I’'m completely surrendered —
to God in my life. place in my life — at my discretion - whatever, whenever, wherever.

but I’'m certainly not “sold out.”
. How Much Are You Willing To Stand Alone?

If God said it, Caleb believed it and he was ready to act on it, even if no one else followed or stood with
him.

In Numbers 13, all of Israel was spiraling into a deep funk as 10 of the 12 spies focused on the
circumstances instead of fixing their eyes on God and clinging to what He said.

Numbers 13:27-28 “And they told (Moses), ‘We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk
and honey, and this is its fruit. 2 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are
fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there.””

Look at how Caleb pushes back.

Numbers 13:30-32 “But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, ‘Let us go up at once and
occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” * Then the men who had gone up with him said, ‘We are
not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.’ * So they brought to the people
of Israel a bad report...”

A bad report is any report that focuses more on the obstacles than on God and His promises.

Look at what happens when you believe a bad report.

Numbers 14:1-3 “Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2And all
the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, *‘... Would
it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?’”

Watch how Caleb refuses to go with the flow.

Number 14:8-10 “‘If the Lord delights in us, He will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that
flows with milk and honey. °Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the people of the land,
for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear
them.” " Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones...”
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Rate yourself on how much you’re willing to stand alone.

0 5 10
Yikes! | do not ever | will stand for God as long as the I’m not protecting an image —
want to look different. majority is doing that — and as long I’m willing to stand for God
as | don’t look too odd for God. regardless of the majority, the

mocking, or the cost.

lll. How Much Are You Willing To Risk For God?

Caleb lived his life on the edge, ready and willing to risk for God whether he was 40 and standing alone
for God, or 85 and ready to do something hard for God.

Joshua 14:10-12 “And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, just as he said, these forty-five
years...And now, behold, | am this day eighty-five years old. ''| am still as strong today as | was in the
day that Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war and for going and coming.
23S0 now give me this hill country...It may be that the Lord will be with me, and | shall drive them out just
as the Lord said.”

Daniel 11:32 “...but the people who know their God will be strong and take action.”
When you know God, you’re willing to risk and take action regardless of how old you are!

Rate yourself on how much you’re willing to risk for God.

0 5 10
Zero risk tolerance — my I’ll step outside of my comfort I’'m ready and willing to risk
life is about preservation zone and take little risks on and be inconvenienced
and creature comforts. occasion — but only when | can because my life is not my own.

see how it’s all going to work out.

Consider how these three characteristics should be alive and well in us all the way to the end: fully
committed to God, willing to stand alone, and ready to risk for God.



