
 
 

 
 

Ecclesiastes 
Living in Light of the End 

“Turn! Turn! Turn!” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 

Grace Fellowship Church / Pastor Peter LaRuffa / June 25, 2023 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time 
to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill, and 
a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time 
to mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time 
to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and 
a time to cast away; 7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8 a 
time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 9 What gain has the worker from his 
toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 11 He has 
made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find 
out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I perceived that there is nothing better for them 
than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. 14 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; 
nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before Him. 
15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been 
driven away. 16 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was wickedness, 
and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. 17 I said in my heart, God will judge the 
righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every matter and for every work. 18 I said in my heart with 
regard to the children of man that God is testing them that they may see that they themselves are but 
beasts. 19 For what happens to the children of man and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one 
dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all 
is vanity. 20 All go to one place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return. 21 Who knows whether the 
spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth? 22 So I saw that there is 
nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. Who can bring him to see what 
will be after him?” 
 

I. Your life is full of incredibly complex seasons! 
 
A. Your life is full of good seasons & bad seasons. 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:3,8 “a time to kill, and a time to heal… 8 a time to love, and a time to hate…” 

 
B. Your life is full of things that are only good if they’re done in the right season. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:5,7 “…a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing…7 a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak…” 

 
C. Many of the seasons in your life are full of ambiguity. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:6 “a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away…” 
 
D. Nearly all of the seasons of your life are intended to be lived in relationship with others. 
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Ecclesiastes 3:4,5,7-8 “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 …a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 7 …a time to keep silence, and a time 
to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.” 

 
E. We’re often left wondering how our lives fit into “the big picture” which we have very limited access 

to. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:9 “What gain has the worker from his toil?” 
 
Ecclesiastes 1:3 “What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?” 

 
II. You need to remember these times in your life are not the only times there are! 

 
A. We can be comforted with our limited access to “the big picture” because God sees it all! 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:10-14 “I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity into man’s heart, yet 
so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I perceived that there 
is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that everyone 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. 14 I perceived that 
whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has 
done it, so that people fear before Him.” 

 
B. We’re challenged by all that hasn’t been made right yet. That’s the key: yet. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:16 “Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was 
wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness.” 

 
C. You need to decide whether you’re comforted, challenged, or concerned about the fact that one day, 

God will make all things once and for all. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:17 “I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time 
for every matter and for every work.” 

 
Questions for Personal Reflection and/or Community Group Discussion: 

1. Read through the seasons mentioned in Ecc. 3:1-8. Which of those resonate with you right now? 
Which of those can you recall from days gone by? Which of those do you look forward to? Which 
of those concern you? 

2. What things do you seek to control? What might it look like to surrender control? 
3. Pastor Peter said “These times are not the only times there are.” How does that comfort you? How 

does that challenge you?  
4. Pastor Peter said “You’re hardwired for eternity.” What does that mean? How have you seen that 

to be the case in your life? 
5. How is God calling you to have a wiser perspective on the time He has given you? 

 


