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5 Sobering Results of Living the Christian Life in Isolation From Other Believers:

. You’'ll Miss Out on a Main Way God Comforts and Gives Grace to His People

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort, * who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who
are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”

1 Peter 4:8-10 “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. °
Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. ' As each has received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.”

“Every Believer is a grace dispenser.” ~ Pastor Brad Bigney

. You'll Fail to See Things About Yourself that God Wants You to See

Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?”

Hebrews 3:12-13 “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you
to fall away from the living God. ** But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that
none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”

1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.”

“Sanctification is a community project.” ~ John Piper
Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, % not

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.”

. You’ll Hoard Your Gifts to Yourself and Lack the Gifts You Need from Others

Romans 12:4-8 “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, ° so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. ® Having
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;
7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ® the one who exhorts, in his exhortation;
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy,
with cheerfulness.”

Ephesians 4:4-7 “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs
to your call— ° one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ¢ one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all. ” But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.”
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Ephesians 4:11-16 “And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, '?to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, ** until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ, ** so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes. *® Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is the head,
into Christ, ' from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”

You’ll Provide the World with an Incomplete Picture of the Gospel

Galatians 3:26-29 “For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 2 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. # And if you are Christ's, then you
are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.”

John 13:35 “By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

1 Peter 2:9-10 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light. ** Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

You’ll Forget About Your Eternal Dwelling and Live as if This World is Your Home

2 Corinthians 4:15-5:2 “For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it
may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. '* So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. '’ For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, *® as we look not to the things that are seen but
to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen
are eternal. >' For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on
our heavenly dwelling.”

Jeremiah 30:22 “And you shall be My people, and | will be your God.”

“It is true, of course, that what is an unexpected gift of God for the lonely individual is easily disregarded
and trodden under foot by those who have the gift everyday. It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of
Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God that any day may be taken from us, that
the time that still separates us from utter loneliness may be brief indeed. Therefore, let him who until now
has had the privilege of living a common Christian life with other Christians praise God’s grace from the
bottom of his heart. Let him thank God on his knees and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we
are allowed to live in community with Christian brethren.” ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together



