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Peter LaRuffa, 12/04/16

Sermon Discussion

The season of Advent is a chance for us to wait and wonder. 1tOsin opportunity for a
OpensivepauseOas we focus our time, attention and affections in the days leading up to
Christmas.

1. Look at the last 5 things you searched for on Google. How long would it have taken
you to find that information 15 years ago? How has access to Oinstant informationO
perhaps changed your willingness to or ability to wonder?

2. Read Isa. 8:17. In the middle of judgment, the prophet says he will Owait for the Lord,
who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and | will hope in him.O Isaiah chose to
wait for the Lord and hope in him, despite the fact the present situation was not
favorable to him.

a. Inwhat areas of your life are you waiting for the Lord to move?

b. What attributes or character traits of God help you to wait on Him?

c. Are you able to wait and wonder Owith a smile,O knowing the Lord will do what
brings Him the most glory, and you the most good, in His time?

3. Read Rom. 5:1-6. There are several examples of hope expressed in those passages.
What stands out to you?

4. Throughout the Scriptures, we are reminded that there is hope, even in the midst of
trial and judgment. The question isnOt whether onot thereOs hope, but whether or not
you have hope.

a. Do you have ultimate hope in the Gospel?
b. Where in your life are circumstances causing you to lose hope?
c. How might focusing on the character of God restore your hope?
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